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E are now, and very juftly too, 

with our Eyes all fix d on the 

Siege of Tboulon z different Judg- 
ments vary our Diſcourſes upon the Succeſs 
of this Enterprize ; ſome will hare it car- 
ried immediately, by the irreſiſtible force 
of Prince Eugene's good Fortune; others ſay, 
it is a very difficult, hazardous, and doubt- 
ful Enterprize And no doubt if it 
ſhould miſcarry,. will call in queſtion the 
Prudentials and Politicks of the Duke of 
Srvoy, and the Imperial Generals. 

I c2nnot let all theſe things pafs without 
ſome Obſeryation, which unleſs the Town 
happen to be taken, and the good News 
reach the Town before this Paper comes to 
Light, may, I hope, not be unſeaſonable ; 
G O D Grant that good News may come 
by the next Poſt, and this Paper be langh'd 
at for a falſe Prephet. 


We have by the ſeveral Accounts, brought, 
both from Friends and Enemies, a long and 
particular Account, not very differing nei- 
ther from one another, of the Preparati- 
ons made by both Sides, both to Attack and 
Defend this Town,and from both it is noltre- 
gular Conj to ſay, both Sides will ex- 
ert their utmoſt Skil, Fury, and Force, and 
they that think it will be carried at once, 
by the Terror of the very Name of the he 
rial Generals, will, Iam afraid, find them- 
ſelves miſtaken. 

To begin with the Town — The ordinary 
Fortitications are“ Repair d, ard put into 
as * a Poſture, as the time they have 
had would permit 3 the Lines round the 
Town are Paliſado'd, and a new cover d 
way Finiſh'd ; an unuſual number of Can- 
non are mounted, and Batteries in every 
proper Place erefted, and nothing _ 
ted, 


-. 


* 


ted, that may contribute to making the Place 
defenſible, 

To the Sea-ward, innumerable Forts,Bat- 
teries, Intrenchments, Chains, Boombs, 
ſunk Veſſels, and every poſſible contrivance 
concur to make it Invincible, to make the 
entrance into the Bay Impracticable, and 
abiding there Intollerablez and we may not 
be aſham'd to hear our Admirals own the 
Moles and Docks inacceffible that way. 

To furniſh this Town, and all the Batte- 
ries, Forts, and Lines with Paper Defence, 
they tell us, that from the Mouth of the 
Bay to the Qut-works of the Town, there 
are above 2000 pieces of Cannon mounted, 
and about 70 Mortars— That there are in 
the Town 5000 Mea of tha Regular Troops, 
1000 Voluntiers of the Navy, being all Offi- 
cers, Reformades, and Gentlemen, 1800 
Soldiers, Marines, 4000 Samen, 700 Gun» 
ners, Bumbardiers and Fire: men That the 
Towns-Men are numerous and hearty, and 
that all the Women and Children ent 
away. | 

Befides this, the Marſhal 7befe has form'd 
an Impregnable Camp without the Works, 
in a Place inacceſhble but in its Front, 
which Front is cover'd with a double In- 
trenchment, and fo lia'd with Cannon; and 
flank'd with Batteries, that 7co pieces of 
Cannon are employ'd in its Defence, and 
in this Camp are 34 Battalions of Foot pla- 
ced, Commanded by the moſt Experienc'd 
Commanders, and furniſh'd wich all man- 
ner of Neceſſaries. 

That by the means of this Camp, the 
Communication with the Towa is preſery'd, 
and the Gate of Marſeilles kept ogen to the 


' Marſhal De Theſſe, to thange and relieve 


the Garriſdn at all times, as he. ſce 
occaſion, | 

That over and above all this, he Ma: ſhal De 
Theſſe lies at a convenient diftance about Aix 
with all his Cavalry, and 10coo Foot, wait- 
ing for Supplies and Reinforcements, which 
are haſtuing from an Parts to hin him, and 
which id about 20 Days he expects tu the 
number, including thoſe be bas wnbin, of 
40000 Men, with which he purpoſes on all 
occcafions to Hat raſs the Beſiegers, cut off 
their Prox iſions, aad ftreighten them as much 
= poſſible. 


Zine. 


* 
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I think I have here given the Scheme of 
the Defendants Preparations, with all the 
Advantages they can deſire, and if I had 
been to tell the Tale for them, I could not 
have gone farther. 

I muſt acknowledge, that if theſe things 
are true, and the Particulars, eſpecially as 
to Number cf Men,be right—And the Men 
really do their Duty, the C-rmens may find 
avery warm piece of Welk in the Attack- 
ing of this City, and more time may be 
ſpent in it, than we imagine. 

I come now to the Ern:crpiizers, the 
Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugent, and let 
us ſee if they have undertaken this Affair 
raſhly or 0; let us ſce if they have not 
— as Men, that expedcd ali Oppo- 

ition the whole Power and Policy of France 
could make Let us ſee if they have not 
provided for all Events, and proceeded as 
if they expeRed ahh, x Reſliftance. 

Firſt we find, that foreſeeing the Freprb 


W be able to 4 thei coy”: 
by Hyiog Parkes, — ir 
Provifiens, by Noc up the haſſes, und 
R avaging the Country, they therefore od - 
tain'd the attendance of the Cpnfederate 
Fleet, who Commanding the Sea, furnifh 
them with contjupetSupplies, and all ray 
is by that means their inexhauftible Maga- 


From Genoa, they have all ſorts of Stores, 
Ammunition ,. and Warlike Particulars, 
which are brought thither from the Mila- 
neze ; from r quantities rn, 
and from all ſorts of Fleſh, and the 
Etcezera's of the Amwiitian de Bouche, 

The Communication between the Fleet 
and the Camp, they ſecure þy a Line, drawn 
a League and a half in length, and Forti- 
fy'd with Redoubts, ſo that in ſhort, the 
Frenth may deftroy the Country as they 
pleaſe; the Fleet is their Reſource, and 
they can ſuffer no want, while they are 
Maſters of the Sea. 5 

Having thus their Proviſion ſecured, they 
are alſo furniſh'd the ſame ' way with their 
Cannon aud Ammunition, 400 pieces of 
Cannon, 70000 Bullets, 1 5000 Barrels of 
Gunpowder, 8o Mortars, and an infinite 
ſtore of al} ſorts of aries for a 
Siege ; all this is furniſh'd aud beooght 

to 


to the very Camp by the Fleet— All we 
hear they have any want: of, is. Forrage for 
their Horſes, for which Reaſon we are told 
their En valty 1; 1c bybiad, und thelt ra · 

Furniſh'd chu by Sen with every thing 
they can deſire, and ſecured from the poih- 
bility of wanting any ncedful helps z we 
come next to their Army, ed this we have 
an Accouat is no leſs than 40099 Mer, all 
Vererans, Compos d of Prufhens; Heiſſrwns, 
and Pala ines, in the Pay of \Engleni and 
Holland, at leaſt 13:00 Imperial Regiments, 
12000 and fooo of the Troops of Stvgy ; 
an Army, conſidering how compleat the 
Battalions, bow well appointed, how Paid, 
how Cloath'd, and bow flaſh's with. Vo- 
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lieve he will qoaſfider of before he vill ate 


Ra Army now 40009, conlide- 
ring as before, the Circumſtances of their 
Mum, the Reputation of the General, the 
amſtance of the Confederate Fleet, and the 
Troops they have coming to them; | do 
take ta be equal to 6oooo of the Enemy 
in the Field and in the Town, becauſe they 
cannot Ad together. 

1 do believe the French: will make a Gab 
lane Defence, but I believe the /mperjaliſts 
will puſh them to all manner of Extremi- 
ties 3 and Ido believe, that if the Marſhal 
De Theſſe had been encamp'd uoder the 
very Cannon of Thox/ov, with 35000 Men, 
the Duke of ,n would have Attack'd 


ry z but above ail, bow animated by theis them 


Opinionof, and Love for their inoompa- 
rable General; a Palitick, a Daring, an En- 
terprizing and à Fortunate General; when 
theſe thlugs are conſider'd, they are to be 
reckon'd equal to twice that aumber- 

But astheſe-are but ew in number, ſe if 
the Reſiſtance of the:Beſiged; and the Fa- 
tigues of this Siege ſhould g them moce 
trouble, and be more Loſs to them than they 
expect; they have taken particular care 
for Supplies, as by draining from all the 
Garriſons in Piedmont, Midlain, and Mantua, 
from, whence they ſuppoſe they ſhall pet 
draw 120060 Men, From Nets where the 
Affairs thete beginning to ſettle, they are 
ſuppos'd to be able to ſend 5000 Men by Sea 
to join the Army, and if they ſhould de 
fire ightned, the 8 F _ 
them zoo Marines : Thus if they ſhou 
loſe N before. the Tous, which is 
hardly poſnible, yet the Army would iN be 
compleatly as firong as it is now. 

It theſe Men are ſuppoſed to do their 
Duty, and act like themſelves ; if they are 
but ſuppos'd to puſh forward, as the ne- 
ceffity of the Caſe calls for yz it cannot be 
goubted, let tbe Oppofitien be what it will; 
let the French do all that Mey can do, the 
Town muſt fall into their and no- 
thing can hiader it but this one thing, vx. 
That they ſhould hold out ſo long, as to let 
the Marſhal De Theſſe be ſtrong enough to 
attack them ia their Camp, a thing I be- 


Here muſt be great Slaughter of Men, 
and tho I am petſwaded, nothing ſhall be 
wanting to carry it on with all ble Fu- 
ry, yet 1 cannot but doubt it will be Vigo - 
rouſij Deſended, and that to the laſt Ex- 
tremity. 


ity. | 
The: Sum of the Matter is ia hort; Be 
not diſappa latad, Gentlemen, nor - ſpread 
your Phlegmatick Sugge ſtions about, tho 
you ſhould not find the Town carried all 
at a heat, and the Works taken every Da 
one ; ſame ate for takiog tha Town all in 
aba aud frighting the Feb out of it; 
they think tit caongb for Prince Eugene 
to look upba-It, and the French like the 
Lark before the Hawk will die for Fear, and 
cannot bear the ſight of bim 3 tis all a mi- 
ſtake, Gentlemen, they will look him in the 
Face if he had an Army of Devils, inftead 
of Germans, and we find them run no f 
than they are driven any where ; if you will 
take ſtrong Towns from them, you muRt- 
expect to diſpute = 2 Fire — — 
is the Language of every fiep, an 
muſt be Beaten, not Bullied -ovt of their 
Fortifications. 
Have Patience, then, Gentlemen, and 
ems and Leiſure for every tag, as 
orce is requir'd, Force will be apply d; I 
dare ſay, w* find the Germans do their Part, 
and notwithſtanding all their Forces and For» 
tißcatiops, the Town will be taken, and all 
the vaſt Booty in View will fall = our 


